
Thanks to Dr. Amal Abdullah Al Qubaisi for giving us the oppportunity to 

meet and have this important discussion today. 

I will start by telling you that we In Suriname know, because we see it, that climate change is real and it 

is upon us. In my small country, the greenest in the world with still more than 90% of our area covered 

with tropical rainforest that is absorbing some of the carbon load for the planet, we now experience 

storms we only knew from TV, storms that are ruining peoples homes and threatening our prosperity at 

this very moment. . 

The world has been aware for at least a few decades now that we are depleting and polluting the planet 

to an extend that is not only threathing the health of the planet but even the future existence of 

humanity. 

What we seem to have not sufficiently  become aware of is that there is no separation between  humans 

and nature and that the threat to health and happiness is not just something that will happen in the 

future, but that we are actually facing it now.  This is not only the case in poor nations already 

devastated by the effects of climate change through the floods, storms and droughts that displace their 

populations, ruin their crops and leave them with hunger.  Our current production processes not only 

pollute air, land and water but also our own bodies to the extend that pesticides and other toxins used 

in production from agriculture to mining have  found their way to the bodies of our newborn babies.  

This proves that our way of life up tot this moment, is not only threatening the health of the 

environment but also our personal health. Not the health of future generations or distant populations, 

but our health NOW. wherever we live. The worldwide epidemic of non communicable disease is quite 

evident now. People are dying from consequences of diabetes, from cancer and renal failure at ever 

younger ages and suffer from scores of other chronic diseases the names of which we did not know 

even 20 years ago.  Our genes have not changed in the past 50 years and scientific research is also 

linking this suffering to the way we produce our food, our trade and associated consumption patterns 

and the total way we live our lives.  So the deteriorating health of our natural environment is having a 

detrimental effect on the health of hundreds of millions of people all over the world, even in the 

strongest and most developed nations. This is the situation right now and we need to take action. But 

we have heard that many times for many years now. 

We know what we should be doing to safeguard the health of the planet and the health of our people 

and our societies. Why is it that up to this moment we have not been able to really make the changes 

we already called for more than 20 years ago? That is the main question. It is because Change is difficult 

and specifically because change in the mentioned sectors threatens powerful vested interests, that have 

been putting maximal profit for a few before health and prosperity  of hundreds of millions of people.  

Parliaments will have to strengthen the democratic process of decision making, become more open to 

the community and work with other parliaments to confront  interests that harm the health of planet 

and people. We can turn the tide but only if we want to work courageously and continuously towards an 

economic system that respects human rights and places human health and wellbeing and the health of 

the planet above  short term financial gains for a few. We need to change from a system that only 

strives for relentless economic growth to the creation of wellbeing, buenvivir. This is not an easy task 

and will require new planning on a national and international  level and effective, courageous action to 

achieve a balanced sustainable way of life. As long as we allow corporations to take governments to 



court for establishing regulations that will protect water resourses or even the health of their people we 

will keep talking about polution and an unhealthy planet until it is too late. 

Parliaments as representatives of the peoples of the world have a special role and a historic task to help 

establish the rules and regulations necessary to achieve the SDG’s, the relevant objectives we have 

formulated in Paris, and  everything we will agree upon during this summit. 

We need to  demand transparancy from governments and corporations in order to prevent trade 

agreements  that put corporations before people and need to establish international laws to ban this 

type of secret sell out of peoples rights.   

 


